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June  1952. 


Pulolic  Health  Deuartnent, 
Council  Offices, 
Ha^rhorough, 

Leicestershire . 

?o  the  Cha.irtaa-n  a-nd  Hemhers  of  the  Bla.hy  Rural  District  Council. 

' 'r . Cha irua,n , Lad ie  s , and  Gent  lenen , 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  a.nnual  report  on  the 
health  of  j/'our  district  for  the  yea.r  1951* 

I was  only  your  lledical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  second 
half  of  the  3'-ear  under  review,  having  Been  apnointed  to  succeed 
Dr.  C.  Killiclc  Hillard  on  1st  July,  I951. 

It  was  with  tlie  deepest  regret  that  v/e  learned  of  the 
death  of  Dr.  Hilla.rd  on  Harch,  1952.  'He  was  horn  on  14th  Aug- 
ust, 1870,  being  the  con  of  the  Devd*  C.  S . :^ullard,  Hector  of 
Costoclc,  ITott ingha.mshire . ’ He  obtained  his  first  raedical  qualific- 

ation at  Ldinburgh  in  1S92.  He  \70rhed  for  six  years  at  the  Dirming- 
ha,n  Lever  Hospital,  being  Hedical  Superintendent  for  the  latter  part 
of  this  period,  e/nd  v/as  appointed  lledical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Borough  of  Hurt on-on-Trent  in  1O99 • Two  years  later  he  became 
Hedical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  City  of  Leicester,  a.nd  held  this 
post  for  thirty-four  years  until  his  retirement  in  1935*  He  was 
President  of  the  Society  of  Hedica.l  Officers  of  Hea.lth  in  1932. 

He  emerged  from  professional  retirement  in  1940  to  become  Hedical 
Officer  of  Health  to  this  authority,  and  also  to  the  Lutterworth 
Piural  District  Council.  There  must  be  very  few,  if  any,  who  ca,n 
ha.ve  equalled  his  long  and  distinguished  career  in  the  public 
health  service.  He  will  be  long  remembered  \7ith  the  greatest 
a.ffection  by  his  collea.gues  - and  indeed,  by  all  v.’ho  l:new  him. 

I myself  count  it  a great  privilege  to  have  hnown  him  and  to  have 
succeeded  him  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Dlaby  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council. 

In  previous  years  the  Hedical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  have  made  separo.te  annual  reports  on  their 
worh,  but  this  year  it  has  been  decided  to  combine  the  t/ro  reports. 

It  is  felt  that  this  will  p.void  a certain  amount  of  duplication, 
and  v.'ill  provide  a more  composite  picture  of  the  activities  of  the 
Public  Health  Department.  I should  like  to' place  on  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  splendid  co-operation  which  I ha.ve  received 
from  the  Chief  Sa.nitary  Inspector  and  his  department.  Hr.  Galsv/orthy 
has  gone  out  of  his  v;ay  to  assist  me  in  every  xniy  possible,  and 
nothing  has  been  too  'nuch  trouble.  Tly  thanks  .are  also  due  to  my 
other  f c llov/-of f icers  and  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
unfailing  help  and  support. 

'■"he  report,  I think,  sho’.vs  195^  to  have  been  a year  of 
.'•■atisf ' ctory , though  not  spectacular,  progress  . It  is  pleasing, 
fro;/,  the  public  health  point  of  vic'w,'  to  sec  the  po.il  closets  being 
converted  to  wo,tcr  closets.  It  has  long  been  reo.liscd  that  pail 
clo;.;ot:;  f r- c i 1 i t o.te  the  cprco.d  of  diseo.se  by  flies,  and  in  this  connect- 
ion tke  follo’./ing  .account  of  conditions  at  the  beginning  of  the 
oentury  (from  "A  History  of  English  Public  Health  IC34  -1939  "by 
I'ofer-sor  '■  H '’H  Pro.zor)  mo.y  be  of  interest.  The  o.uthor  is  s'peo.king 
ir.f'w.tilc  di.ar.rhoea  and  its  relation  to  the  prcvo.lence  of  flies 
•/..'o  0 or;  L' .■;iri.''.t  ion  of  milk.  '''In  the  discussion  on  this  subject, 

■ 'cnt  on  for  m-'uoy  yeo.rs,  t]ic  compca'o.tivc  statistic's  o.s  between 
'".■-io'i.n  ’'.ov.t;::  were  collected  and  quoted.  Perho.ps  the  most  signif- 
H.-.'.nt  .0  irk.  ic. a 1 com.gjar ison  v/arj  tho.t  betv/een  Leicester  o.nd  Pott inghani. 

t'.;0  r. ini;i  doc'‘,do  of  last  century  the  ro.tcs  of  info.ntilo  mortality 
rrov:  cia;'r.‘ooa  in  ther'.c  tov/ns  v/erc  equal;  .but  o.s  tlic  yco.rs  v/ont  by, 


rottingliani  retained  nest  of  its  pail  closets  Y/liile  Leicester  replaced, 
tliem  Y/itli  water  closets.  Either  post  hoc  or  propter  hoc  Leicester’s 
mortality  rate  onongst  infants  declined  to  about  half  by  the  ea.rlicr 
3^ears  of  the  present  centu.ry,  while  tha/t  of  ITottingha.m  remained  sub- 
s t am t i a 1 1 y t h e same." 

As  regards  housing,  very  difficult  problems  a,rc  consta.ntly 
arising.  There  are  in  this  district,  as  in  most,  a certahn  number 
of  old  properties  which  are  not  really  fit  for  habitation.  Lrorn 
time  to  tine  such  houses  become  vac  amt,  amd  the  Council  is  faced  with 
the  alterna.tive  of  either  allov/ing  fresh  tenants  to  enter,-  or  of 
talcing  steps  to  close  the  house  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Hitherto 
the  Council,  having  regard  to  the  present  housing  siiort3.ge , has 
usually  been  re luc taint  to  close  amy  houses,  on  the  principle  that 
any  house  is  better  than  no  house.  This  is  understandable,  but  I 
personally  feel  that  wliere  a house  is  incurably  daimp,  ill-light ed , 
and  ill-ventilated,  we  should  consider  ca-refully  whether  we  are 
really  doing  the  prospective  tenants  any  true  Icindness  b3^  allowing 
them  to  take  up  residence  in  such  a house.  To  perpetuo/be  indefin- 
itely" such  insanitary  conditions  in  the  district  is  to  my  mind  a big 
price  to  pay  for  a small  amount  of  additional  housing  accommodation. 

The  administration  of  the  public  health  and  allied  services 
involves  the  outlay/  of  vast  sums  of  public  money,  and  we  may''  some- 
times be  tempted  to  v/onder  just  hov/  much  we  get  in  return  for  all 
this  expenditure.  In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  quote  the  -words 

of  Sir  George  Levnuan  (Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Ministry'-  of  Health,  I92I),  which  I think  aptly^  answer  this  ques- 
tion. "Public  expenditure  on  natio'nal  health  is  like  expenditure 
on  a life-boa.t  or  a fire  engine;  e'een  more,  it  is  like  a long-term 
investment.  It  y'-ields  its  interest  with  afosolute  certainty,  a 
thousand-fold,  but  only  in  the  course  of  yea.rs  and  sometimes  in  the 
course  of  generations.  It  is  money  hidden  in  -maternity,  in  good 
schools,  in  pure  food,  in  clea.n  streets,  in  so.nitary''  houses,  in  an 
abundant  ’wo/'cer  supply,  in  dispensa.ries , hospitals,  a.nd  sanatoria, 
and  in  the  vast  network  of  a se.nitary/-  and  yDrotcctive  cordon  in  every 
village  and  citp"  of  the  land.  Its  efforts  are  unappreciated  until 
they  a.re 'withdravm . Yet  without  this  investment  the  nafeion  is 

beuikrupt . " 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Temple  Phillips, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GSl'ICPvAL  STATISTICS  - 19^1 


Area  of  Dictrict 
AGtinatcd  Aid-Year  Population 
rumPer  of  Occupied  Houses 
RatGo.dle  Value  (1st  January,  1951) 
Sun  Represented  by  Id.  Rate 


32,583  acres 
39,520 

11,971 

£176,363 

£680 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


i 

i 

i 

1 

Dlaby  I951 

Dlaby  I950  i 

Male  1 Female  j 

Total 
-J 

Male  [Female 

1 

Total  ‘ 

. . i 

1 j Legitimate 

285 

281 

566 

276  1 

291 

567  j 

, -uiVJj  I 

! Illegitimate 

i TO  TTOmTT 

6 

11 

17 

10 

0 

0 

lo  1 

1 £jiiQH.:D  • 

i 1 Tote.l 

i . . . j 

291 

292 

583 

286 

299 

585  1 

i 1 Legitimate 

10 

8 

18 

5 

5 

10  1 

J 1 

,1..,  A 

ol  J-LL  j 

i 1 Illegitimate 

1 -nT-nm-fTO  ! 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 -omiilo  j 

1 ! Total 

10 

8 

18 

6 

7 

13  j 

DEATHS 

207 

189 

396 

188 

170 

358  I 

DEATHS  OF  IHFAITTS  LHDER 

1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

(Hone  mere  illegitimate) 

11 

5 

16 

3 

ro 

V 

j 

12 

DEATHS  OF  IHFiliTTS  LS.'iDSR 

4 LEEKS  OF  AGE 

8 

1 

9 

L. 

0 

r- 

0 

10 

MTSS  calculated  PROII  THE  AROVL  PI  CURLS 


Dlaby 

1951 

Elaby 

1950 

England! 
& Wales' 

1051  1 

i 

i Live  Firth  Rate  per  1,000  Populo/tion 

14.8 

14.9 

15.5  ! 

j Still  :^irth  Rato  per  1,000  Population 

0.46 

0.33 

0.36  i 

1 Crude  Deo/th  Rato  per  1,000  Populo/bion 

10.0 

9.2 

12.5 

t — — ■ — 

! Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

10.3 

9.5 

j Tnf-^.nt  Mortality  Rate  (i.e.  Deaths  Under 

1 1 per  1,000  Live  Births) 

27.5 

20.5 

29.6 

! ''eon-.t  .1  '"orto-lity  Ro.te  (i.e.  Deaths  Under 
' 4 ''eehs  per  1,000  Live  Births) 

15.4 

17.2 

J 

i 

'^’le  coi^rcctcd  ^3cat]i  rate  is  obtained  by  tlie  use  of  0. 
2orr<’ction  factor  foro  :x(^c  and  sex  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
re;'..!.  The  figures  for  Englo.nd  and  V/alcs  195^ 
a.,y  195'^  arc  given  for  conparison . 
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co]].gg:r-T  on  statistics 


Population. 


Tills  is  an  increase  of  390  over  last  yea^r's  figure.  The 
population  lia.s  siiovm  a steady  increase  eaxli  year  since  194-5-  The 
average  density  of  population  for  the  district  v/orlcFj  out  a/fc  775 
persons  per  sc[uare  niiie . T-liis  compares  nitli  a figure  of  750  per 
square  mile  for  tlic  country/'  (England  and  Wa.les)  as  a uhole. 

Sir  til'  Rate  . 


This  lia,s  been  falling  since  194-7  > but  the.  drop  this  year 
lias  been  less  tlian  in  the  preceding  yea.rs. 

Seatlis  . 

The  chief  causes  of  death  iiere:-  diseases  .of  heart  and  circ- 
ula/c-ion  151,  cancer  64,  vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  49, 
bronchitis  17,  influenza.  14,  tuberculosis  12,  pncunionia  10.  A more 
detailed  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  is  given  in  the  following 
table,  in  1.111011  the  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36  headings 
based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Cla.ssif ication  of  Diseases,  Injuries,  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  in 

P.laby  R.D.C 

1951 

1950! 

Hale 

Remale 

Total 

Total! 

1 . Tuberculosis , re  spiral ory 

4 

5 

9 

10  1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

2 

3. 

0 i 

3 Syrhi  1 i t i c disease 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4.  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5.  Llio oping  cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6.  Heningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 7.  Acute  poliom^^elit is 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0.  heasles 

0 

0 

0 

1 

9.  Other  infective  Zz  parasitic  diseases  ! 

1 

1 

2 

0 

10.  Ilalignant  neoplasm,  stomach  I 

3 1 

i ^ 

4 

11.  ■'  lung,  bronchus  | 

u 

^ i 

1 11 

0 

12.  ■■  ■'  breast  ! 

0 

i 6 

u 

13.  ■'  '■  uterus  1 

3 ' 

1 3 

4 

14.  Other  maligne.nt  & lymphatic  neoplasms  1 

19 

17  i 

52 

15.  Leuhaemia,  aleuhaemia 

0 

0 i 

2 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

0 

1 . 1 

1 1 

3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

27 

49 

18.  Coronary  disease,  e.ngina 

26 

17 

4-3 

28 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

10 

■13 

23 

5 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

33 

72 

73 

21,  Other  circula-toip^  disease 

5 

0 

13 

5* 

22.  Influenza 

6 

8 

14 

i 

23 . Pneumonia 

6 i 

4 

10 

8 

24.  Bronchitis 

11 

6 

14 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

6 

0 

5 

26 . ricer  of  stomach  srid  duodenum 

0 

j 

1 I 

4 

2 

27  . Oas  t r 1 1 i s , e nt  e r i t i s , 2;  d i ar rho e a 

1 

2 

3 

28.  nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

1 1 

5 

5 

29.  Il2/per]plasia,  of  prostate 

3 

3 

4 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  short  ion 

- 

0 i 

: 0 

0 

31.  C ongenit s.l  ms.lf  ormsh  i ons 

2 

0 1 

2 

2 

3-2.  Other  defined  a ill-defined  dises.se s 

23 

20  1 

43 

33 

33-  Hotor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 ! 

3 

34.  All  other  smcidents 

1 3 ^ 

i ° 1 

3 

6 

35-  Suicide 

! 0 1 

1 0 I 

0 

2 

36.  Homicide  Zz  operations  of  r/s.r 

! 0 1 
t 1 

1 0 1 
1 { 

0 

1 

ALL  CAUSP1.3 

1 207 

189  1 

396 

CO 

m 

5. 

It  v/ill  be  ceen  that  diseacos  of  the  heart  and  circulation 
a.ccount  for  far  more  deaths  than  a/ny  other  single  cause,  andi  the 
number  of  deaths  certified  under  this  heading  has  been  increasing 
of  recent  years.  This  increase  is  partly  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  expectation  of  life  is  rising  - in  other  words,  that 
people  are  now  living  longer  than  they  used  to.  llany  people  novj 

die  at  a ripe  old  age  of  heart  failure  who  in  former  times  might 
have  succumbed  from  some  other  cause  oh  an  earlier  age.  It  is 
generally  agreed,  however,  that,  although-  many  of  the  deo/ths 
certified  under  this  lieoxling  o.re  due  to  the  jia-tural  '-v/eonring  out” 
process  which  occurs  in  old  age,  there  ho.s  in  addition  been  a true 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  heart  disease.  This  mo.y  well  be 
attributo.ble  to  strain  engendered  by  the  rush  and  bustle  of  mod.ern 
life,  but  unfortunately  such  fo.ctors  arc  not  rco.d-ily  controllable. 
Insurance  companies  tell  us  that  gross  overweight  in  middle  age 
ohfccts  adversely  the  expectation  of  life,  oaid  the  intelligent 
regular  use  of  the  weight  sco.les  is  a habit  vdiich  might  v'ith 
advo.nto.ge  be  more  widely  pro.ctised.. 

The  increoosed  death  rate  from  cancer  ho,s  frequently  been 
commented  upon  by  the  late  Dr.  Killick  Ilillo.rd  in  past  o^nnual 
reports.  The  figure  for  195^  is  fortuno/tcly  somev/hat  lov/er  than 
that  for  1950  (84),  which  was  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  this 
district.  ' There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  many  of  these 
deaths  could  be  averted  if  people  could  be  educated  to  seel:  medica,! 
help  promptly  vrhen  they  notice  anything  wrong,  instead  of  delaying 
until  the  condition  had  become  incurable.  Hospital  statistics 
sho’v  that  for  most  forms  of  cancer  there  is  an  on/erage  delay  of 
about  six  months  between  the  patient's  first  noticing  symptoms 
cind  his  attending  for  treatment. 


Inf  ant  If  0 r t al  i ty . 

This  is  higher  than  that  for  last  year,  but  a considerable 
fluctuation  from  year  to  year  is  only  to  be  expected  where  the  rate 
is  based  on  a comparatively  small  number  of  infant  deaths.  The 
rate  still  remains  lov;er  than  that  for  the  country  o.s  a whole.  The 
decline  in  infant  morctality  over  the  past  half  century  represents 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  achievements  of  preventive  medicine. 
Prior  to  I90O,  out  of  Gvery  100  infants  born,  fifteen  died  before 
reaching  their  first  birthday;  now  less  them  three  die  during  their 
first  year.  An  examination  of  the  returns  for  infantile  mortality 
shows  that,  wdiile  there  has  been  a marked  overall  fall,  this  has  ■ 
occurred  chiefly  in  the  dea-ths  vdiich  take  place  after  the  first 
four  -.Yccks'of  life.  The  fall  in  the  death  rate  during  the  first 
month  (i.e.  the  neono/cal  mortality)  has  occurred  to  a much  lesser 
degree,  and  these  neonatal  deaths  noi?  account  for  more  tlis.n  half 
the  total  iiafant  dco.ths,  suggesting  tha/b  the  causes  of  mortality 
in  the  firs/b  month  differ  from  those  ivhich  operate  later.  Iia.ny 
d:.aths  in  t]ie  first  four  weeks  of  life  a.re  d.uc  to  prerna/curity  o.nd  ■ 
congenital  defects,  conditions  vdiich  ma.y  not  be  easily  prcventa.ble . 

The  infa.nt  mortality  ra/bes  for  the  past  t'wenty-five  years, 
for  the  Pla.by  Rura.l  District  and  for  England  anid.  Halos,  an:c 
.ov-Ti  g-’-phically  on  the  opposite  page.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
ra!  s for  tlio  country  as  a wtiole  lia.s  shown  a steady  decline  over 
H .e  'jQ'/r::.  That  for  Dlaby  liaf3  siv.iilarly  d.cc lined,  though  it  ha.s 
■-.lO'.’n  .0  -0  f luctu':t ion  from  yea.r  to  year,  being  based,  on  only  small 
• 00  ■ r:  of  infant  dc-aths  each  year.  The  Blaby  rate  has  remained 
f-  irly  conrmstont ly  lower  than  tlio.t  for  Englcmd  and  Hales. 

■^hc  follo’.ving  were  the  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  19^1:" 
j , congenital  defects  2,  difficult  labour  2,  pneumonia 
b o;  chitir:  4-,  other  infection;.;  2,  other  causes  3* 


6. 


GRAPH  SHOWIHG  TI-IE  DECLPJE  IH  HTPAHT  IIORTALITY 


0)VSR  THE  PAST  2^^  YEARS 
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7. 


IITS^CTIOUS  DISEASES 


Tlie  folloY/ing  are  the  final  corrected  figures  for  notifiable 
diseases  during  195^:- 


Scarlet  Eever 
Slio oping  Cough 
Diphhner  ia 
Measles 

Acute  Pneuraonia 
Cerebrospinal  Pever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  E e onat orum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Enteric  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis,  Pu Imonary 
Tuberculosis,  Other 


176 

0 

712 

38 

1 

1 

33 

0 

1 
1 

10 

4 

23 

10 


(paralytic ) 


The  follov/ing  table  shows  the  incidence  of  these  diseases 
over  the  past  ten  years:- 


! 

1942 

1943 

1944 

ii94-5 

I1946 

1947 

: 

1948 

1949 

! 

1950 

y"  ' 

1951 

Sc.  Fever  j 

69 

63 

134 

94 

1 70 

,78 

61 

70 

28 

3"^ 

Ell.  Cough 

12 

151 

4-3 

27 

( 

140 

78 

175 

197 

118 

176 

Diphtheria 

30 

11 

12 

16 

8 

5 

1 

0 

"'~0~ 

■"easles 

312 

4G9 

32 

|657 

23 

461 

164 

611 

251 

712 

1 

Pneujnonia 

3^ 

23 

20 

! 17 

23 

35 

24 

29  ^ 

C- 

32  ! 

3.  Fever 

1 

6 

3 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

. 0 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7 

0 

6 

19 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

7 

4 

8 

0 

1 

2 

73 

33 

t ^ 

1 Onh.  -'eonat. 

:: 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 ■ 

6 

1 

! Pucrp.  Pyrexia 

4 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

]. 

0 

1 

i 

■^ir^eric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

i ^ood  Poisoning 

5 

10 

, “rysipelas 

1 

21 

9 

14 

15 

12- 

3 

5 

1 

11 

1 

4 

4- 

* 7 ' - Tul'.or-ary 

24 

35 

IC 

18 

11 

19 

30 

20 

23 

' - 0 ■ he  r i 

i 

14 

_7_ 

_3_ 

14. 

7 

5 
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Diphthe r ia. 


Tor  the  third  year  in  succession,  there  v/ere  no  confirmed 
ca,ses  of  diphtheria  in  the  district.  One  case  \ms  notified,  hut 
the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  The  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
diphtheria  is  Vv^ell  shown  in  the  table  on  the  opposite  pa^ge . 
Gratifying  though  this  reduction  is,  v/e  must  he  on  our  gua.rd 
agahnst  becoming  coraplaxent  about  diphtheria.,  since  it  is  only  by 
maintaining  an  adequa.te  level  of  immunisation  tha.t  v/e  can  hope  to 
remain  free  from  outbreaks  in  the  future. 

Arra.ngenents  for  immunisa.tion  a.re  in  the  ha.nds  of  the 
Leicestershire  County  Council.  The  following  table  shov/s  the 
numbers  of  children  iimnunised  in  this  district  during  the  past 
five  yea.rs . It  will  be  seen  tha.t  the  numbers  a.re  being  fairly 
we  1 1 maint aine  d , 


Year 

Hurabers  of  Children  Immunised  i 

i Under  9 

9-14 

1 Total  1 

1 

1 He-  inmiun  i s e d 

i 

1947 

568 

70 

638 

! 170 

1948 

610 

U : 

4-3 

653 

410 

194-9 

510 

28 

538 

373 

1950 

1 — 

4-23 

37 

460 

263 

: IQt^l 
! 

461 

11 

472 

4-03 

_ --  - J 

Lleasles . 


The  incidence  of  measles  was  the  highest  since  this 
dise3.se  was  ma.de  notifiable  in  194-0.  The  majority  of  the  ca.ses 
occurred  betv/een  the  beginning  of  April  and  the  end  of  July. 

The  tendency  of  measles  to  occur  in  epidemic  form  every  second 
yea.r  is  clearly  seen  in  the  table  opposite. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Only  one  ca.se  occurred ' during  195l>  this  being  a.  fifteen 
year  old  girl  a.t  Stoney  Stanton. 


D^'sentery . 

Seventeen  C3.se s occurred  in  the  early  months  of  the  yea.r, 
being  the  a.fterm3.th  of  the  epidemic  of  1950*  A small  but 
troublesome  epidemic  of  Sonne  dysentery  occurred  on  the  Dominion 
Lstate,  Glenfield,  during  the  month  of  December,  195l>  there 
being  sixteen  confirmed  cases. 


Enteric  Lever . 


A case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  a.t  the  end  of  January, 
1951,  the  patient  being  a five  yea.r  old  girl  a.t  Draunstone.  The 
source  of  infection  wa.s  tra.ced  to  a.  ca.rrier  at  Penza.nce , Cornwall, 
where  the  family  ha.d  spent  Christmas. 


9. 


rood  Poisoiiinp;. 


T-iree  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  \7ere  reported  during 
tlie  year,  with  a total  of  ten  cases.  There  were  no  deaths. 

The  first  oufbreod:  occurred  at  Coshy  on  11th  October. 

Two  cases  vrere  reported  from  one  household.  The  illness  was 
suspected  to  have  been  caused  by  the  consumption  of  tinned  mince- 
meat. This  had  been  opened  for  severa.l  da.ys , having  been  given 
to  the  patients  by  a neighbour  who  was  going  on  holiday.  Bacter- 
iological confirmation  was  not  obtained.  The  symptoms  were  sug- 
gestive of  sts.phylococcal  food  poisoning,  and,  if  the  mincemeat 
was  responsible,  it  ha,d  probably  become  contamiinated  after  ha^ving 
been  opened. 

The  second  outbreeJc  consisted  of  three  cases  reported 
from  one  household  in  bliotstone  during  the  third  week  of  November. 
The  cases  v.^ere  mild,  and  e.lthough  bacteriological  tests  were  carried 
out,  no  cense  was  found. 

The  third  outbreak  consisted  of  five  ca,ses  notified  from 
Glenfield  at  the  end  of  ITovenber.  These  were  almost  certainly 
cases  of  Sonne  dysentery,  as  there  was  a srmll  epidemic  of  this 
disease  in  the  immediate  vicinity  at  about  the  same  time.  As, 
hov;ever,  bacteriological  confirmation  \7a,s  not  obtained,  these  cases 
v;ere  notified  as  food  poisoning. 


Tuberculo sis. 


The  numbers  of  cases  recorded  during  the  3^ear  are  in 
keeping  with  those  of  recent  yeans.  The  responsibility  for  the 
cane  of  the  tuberculous  is  nov/  divided.  The  clinica.l  treatment 
of  patients  is  arranged  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boa,rd,  vdiile 
prevention  and  after-care  are  mainly  the  concern  of  the  County 
Counoil.  The  Chest  Physicians  are  employed  jointly  by  these  two 
authorities.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  co-operates  rmth 
the  County  chest  department,  but  the  duties  of  this  Council  in 
connection  v/ith  tuberculosis  are  now  componatively  small,  being 
practically  limited  to  .such  enr'ironnienta.l  ma/tters  as  dealing  v/ith 
recormendations  for  re -housing.  One  family  was  re -housed  on 
account  of  tuberculosis  during  1951- 


OBRVICBC  yD!!I]''ISTI]Iij]ID  BY JTHE  hH ICESTBRSHIKC  COUITTY  COU]:-CIL 


Although  these  services  are  outside  the  control  of  this 
Council,  the  following  brief  particulars  arc  given  in  order  to 
■ii  oscnt  a ■'iOrc  complete  picture  of  the  hocilth  services  of  the 
district.  I desire  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  County 
Yedic'-.l  Officer,  Or.  C.  H.  Gibson,  for  his  advice  and  help  v/hich 
have  ''.Iw'.ys  been  freely  given  in  matters  affecting  the  health  of 
T/.e  C.istrict.  ?,’here  exists  between  jrbur  Public  Heal.th  Ocpartmeiit 
arm’  Yne  County  Health  Ocparti.ient  a happy  spirit  of  co-operation, 
v.vMch  is  .'slrengtlieriCd  by  the  fact  that  your  "Tedical  Officer  of 
■'o^■.lth  is  rMso  %jn  the  staff  of  the  Lciccstorshirc  County  Council. 


c-.re  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Infant  Helfaro  Clinics  o.rc  hold  regularly  at  the 
plr-ces  ana  times 


f ollov/ing 


10. 


Blaby 

Baptist  Schoolroom 

1st  & 3-^  Tues.,  2.15  1 

Brauns tone 

Trinity  Church  Room, 
ITarborough  Rd.  , Leic. 

2nd  & 4th  Wed. , 2.3O 

Cosby 

Methodist  Schoolroom 

1st  & 3^(i  Wed.,  2.30 

Enderby 

Mission  Room 

1st  & '^Td  , 2.0 

Glenf ield 

Uesleyan  Rooms 

2nd  & 4th  Tues.,  2.30 

Leicester 
Porest  E. 

St.'  Mary’s  Hall, 

St.  Mary's  Avenue, 
Brauns tone  Lane 

1st  & 3rd  Hon.,  2.0 

lTa,rborough 

Robj ohn  Hall 

2nd  8z  4th  Wed.  , 2.0 

Stoney 

Stanton 

Working  Men’s  Club 
and  Institute 

2nd  5c  4th  Tues.,  2.0 

?/liet  stone 

C ongr  e gat  i one.! 
Schoolroom 

2nd  Sc  4th  Tues.,  2.3O 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 


Provision  is  nmde  for  the  free  loan  to  mothers  by  the 
County  Council  of  specia.l  equipment  for  the  nursing  of  premature 
babies.  This  equipment  is  stored  at  a central  anbulance  depot, 
for  despa,tch  where  necessary  by  a,mbulance  . In  oxldition,  the 
County  midwives  receive  special  instruction  in  the  care  of  pre- 
mature infants. 


Unmarried  Ilothers  e.nd  their  Children. 

The  County  Council  makes  arrangements  with  the  St.  Saviour's 
Diocesan  llaternitj"  Home,  Kingsthorpe , llorthampton , a.nd  with  other 
homes,  for  the  reception  of  unmarried  mothers  from  the  County. 

Three  such  cp.ses  were  dealt  v/ith  from  the  Blaby  district  during 

1951. 


Hidwif ery . 

The  midvjifery  service  in  th4  district  is  provided  by 
whole-time  midr^ives  employed  by  the  County  Council,  and  also  by 
nurse -midivives  who  are  employed  by  the  Leicestershire  County 
nursing  Association  under  agency  a.rrs.ngements . 


Health  ''’'i siting. 

The  health  visitors  employed  by  the  County  Council 
attend  the  infant  welfare  centres,  and  spend  much  of  their  time 
in  visiting  mothers  in  their  own  homes.  Their  v/ork,  hoiyever, 
is  not  confined  to  the  ca.re  of  children,  a,nd  some  ha.ve  special 
duties  in  connection  with  such  things  as  tuberculosis  and 
diabetes.  3y  her  personal  contacts  in  the  home,  the  health 
visitor  is  in  a unique  position  to  carry  out  health  education. 


11. 


Hone  Tursinp;. 


This  vrorlc  is  carried  out  by  the  Leicestershire  County?- 
Hursing  Association  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  The  greater 
part  of  the  nursing  staff  also  act  as  midv/ives  under  the  District 
I'ursing  Associations. 


Arbu lance  Service. 


The  \7hole  of  the  ambulance  services  for  the  County  a.re 
no\7  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Council.  A highly 
efficient  service  is  provided,  and  each  ambulance  is  fitted  with 
radio  equipment  v/hich  enables  the  driver  to  carry  on  a two-way 
conversation 'v/ith  the  controller  at  the  ambulance  hea^dquarters 
in  Leicester. 


D one  Stic  Hein  Service. 

This  service,  which  v/as  started  in  l^A-o , has  proved  very 
successful,  and  it  is  clear  that  the  'Hiome  helps”  supply  a.  very 
real  need  in  the  community. 


The  a,bove  is,  of  course,  by  no  means  a complete  list  of 
the  services  provided  by  the  County  Council.  There  are  also,  to 
’■•'ention  but  a few  others,  the  mental  health  service,  v/elfa.re 
services  for  blind  and  handicapped  persons,  and  the  school 
he  ah  th  service. 


l/lb  orat  oly  sery  ice S . 


La.boratory  facilities  are  provided  for  this  Council  by 
the  Public  Health  La.boratory,  Groby  Road,  Leicester.  A lange 
number  of  investigations  were  canried  out  during  the  year, 
including  exariina.tions  of  v/ater,  milk,  and  ice  cream,  and  fences 
e::amina/tions  in  connection  v/ith  outbrea.ks  or  suspected  cases  of 
dysentery  and  the  like.  I wish  to  thank  Dr.  Gillespie,  the 
Director,  for  his  co-opeiva/tion  and  help,  which  ha.ve  a.lwa,ys  been 
read i ly  f orthc oming . 


HATIOITAL  ASSISTAHCE  ACT,  1948., 


Section  47  of  this  Act  makes  provision  for  the  removal 
to  suitable  prc'iises  of  persons  who 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being 
-god,  infirm,  or  xjliysica.lly  incapacitated,  are  living  in 
insanitr-.ry  conditions,  and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not 
receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  cane  and  attention. 

If  the  ''edical  Officer  of  Health  certifies  in  writing  to 
'nc  local  '.uthority  fiat  he  is  satisfied  tha.t  such  conditions 
erff  , t :c  locr  1 o.ufnority  may  apply  to  a Court  of  Summary 
j ict  ion  for  an  order  for  the  removal  of  the  person  to  a 
.'-.-Je  hospi’cal  or  other  place. 

It  did  not  prove  necessary  to  deal  with  any  cases  under 
-.is  section  during  19D1- 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEg  SAICETARY  INSPECTOR 
£??.  the  year  1 951 


To' the  Chaiirman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Blaby. 


Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure,  in  presenting  my  ninth  Annual  Report  upon  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Department. 

In  previous  years  I have  made  a separate  report  to  the  Council, 
but  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  include  certain 
infomation  relating  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District 
in  his 'Annual  Report,  in  order  to  avoid  duplication,  on  this  occasion 
the  reports  are  being  combined,  with  the  result  that  a more  complete 
picture  of  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  should 
be  obtained. 

Whereas  in  general,  good  progress  is  being  maintained  in  the 
improvement  of  water  Supplies,  food  hygiene,  and  general  sanitary 
conditions,  the  position  v\?ith  regard  to  the  repair  of  houses  is  still 
most  unsatisfactory,  and  in  that  part  of  the  report  relating  to 
housing,  I have  been  compelled  to  comment  on  the  difficulties  being 
experienced  in  this  direction. 

. I feel  that  I should  express  my  pleasure  in  having  the  co- 
operation and  trust  ;0f  Dr,  H.  Temple  Phillips,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  since  July  1951 , and  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  and  co- 
-operation  given  by  other  officers  Of  the  Ootmcil,  and  the  staff  of 
the  Department  in  particular. 

Finally  I should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  support  and  interest  throughout  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, , . 

Mr.-  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  ' 

Your  obedient  Servant,. 

JOmi  J.  GALSWORTHY. 
Chief  Sanitaiy  Inspector. 


2oth  Jiine  1952. 
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WATER  SUPELy 


Mains  Water  Supplies 

Of  the  23  Parishes  in  the  Blaby  Rural  District,  18  have  mains  water 
supplies. 

Leicester  Corporation  Water  Department  supply  the  following  13  Parishes  - 

Braunstone  Countesthorpe  Glen  Paiva  Narborough 

Blaby  Enderby  Huncote  Y/hetstone 

Cosby  Glenfield  Kirby  Muxloe  Kilby 

Blaby  Rural  District  Council  supply  the  5 parishes  of  Stoney  Stanton, 
Elraesthorpe,  Sapcote,  shamford  and  Wigston  Parva, 

The  parish  of  Croft  is  provided  with  a mains  supply  by  the  Croft  Granite, 
Brick  and  Concrete  Co.  Ltd. 


During  the  year,  the  Leicester  Corporation  extended  the  water  main  to  serve 
the  Parish  of  Kilby, 


Quality  of  Mains  Water  Supplies 

Samples  of  water  are  regularly  taken  from  the  three  public  supplies  of 
piped  water  in  the  District  and  submitted  for  full  chemical  analysis,  whilst 
check  samples  are  periodically  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  to  ensure 
that  the  supplies  are  maintained  at  a satisfactory  degree  of  purity. 


Analysis  of  Mains  Yfater  Supplies 


! Examination  - 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Not  Satisfactory  | 

1 

1 Chemical 

21 

21 

0 ! 

1 Bacteriologioa]] 

27 

0 1 
1 

I I 

Leicester  Corporation  Blaby  R.D.C. 

1 

j — ^ 1 

1 Croft  Granite  Co. 

L _ 

Parts  per  100,000 

Total  Solids 

12.0 

104.0 

i 194.0 

Loss  on  ignition 

2.0 

30.0 

34.0 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.004 

0,004 

0.006 

Nitrogen 

0.082 

1 

0.082 

0.205 

Oxygen  consumed  in  4 hours  0,050 

0.06 

0.083 

Chlorine 

1.2 

3.0 

5.6 

Hardness 

6.0 

63.0 

80.0 

pH  8.0 

pH  8. 2 

pH  8.3 

Lead  and  Copper 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Bacterial  Count  @ 37°C 

I 5 organisms  per  CC 

1 6 organisms  per  CC 

30  organisms  per  CC 

M 22°C 

15  « « It 

1 07  ” " " 

L80  " " " 

I Bacillus  Coli  37^C 

[ Absent  in  10  CC' s 

Absent  in  10  CC'a 

Absent  in  10  CC's 

I - " A4^C  , 

l<  H H II 

[ 

It  It  II  II 

II  II  II  II 

14. 

Shortage  of  Supply 

Lack  of  pressxare  in  the  supply  by  the  Leicester  Corporation 
causes  shortage  of  water  in  certain  parts  of  the  District,  particularly 
in  Enderby,  the  Winchester  Road  area  of  Blaby  and  Countesthorpe,  and 
part  of  Glen  Hills  area  of  Glen  Parva. 

These  affected  areas  are  on  higher  ground  to  the  south  of  the  City 
of  Leicester,  and  as  the  supply  comes  principally  from  the  north,  the 
demand  in  the 'City  at  present  is  no  doubt  partly  responsible  for  the 
reduced  pressure  of  the  supply  to  these  particular  areas. 

The  shortage  of  water  is  particularly  noticeable  over  week-ends 
and  on  Mondays,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  demand  for  water 
for  domestic  washing  purposes  contributes  towards  the  lack  of  pressure. 

i;t  is  understood  that  a new  water  main  is  being  laid  to  serve  an 
area  on  the  south  of  the  City,  and  when  this  has  been  completed  the 
supply  should  be  improved. 

A new  supply  reseiivoir  is  proposed  to  be  constructed  at  Enderby, 
but  sanction  to  proceed  is  still  awaited  from  the  I'jlinistry. 


Dui’ing  the  year  7^  dwellings  formerly  seized  by  stand-pipes 
were  provided  with  separate  indoor  ivater  taps. 

Y/ell  Water  Supply 

Five  Parishes  in  the  District  still  rely  principally  on  well  water 
supply. 

Aston  Plamville,  Leicester  Forest  l¥est,  Lubbesthorpe,  Potters 
Marston  and  Thurlaston. 

With  the  exception  of  Thurlaston,  however,  these  parishes  are 
comparatively  sparsely  populated,  but  even  so,  piped  water  supplies 
serve  certain  dwellings  in  these  parishes. 

A revised  scheme  for  a mains  supply  to  Aston  Plamville  from  the 
Shamford  mains  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministiy,  whilst  the  scheme 
for  a mains  supply  to  Thurlaston  has  already  been  approved,  but  is 
held  up  awaiting  approval  by  the  Ministiy  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  of  the  Leicester  Corporation's  proposed  new  service  reservoir 
at  Enderby,  from  whence  the  supply  is  to  be  obtained. 

Examination  of  Well  Water  1931 


j SAMPLES  SATISPACffORI  SAiffiLES  NOT  SATISPACTORI  j 

i Chemical  j Bacteriological  | Chemical  j Bacteriological  | 

L_: L L : ! 

One  well  was  cleansed  during  the  year.  ^ dwellings  were 
provided  with  mains  water  supply  thus  replacing  polluted  supplies  from 
28  wells  which  were  subsequently  closed. 


The  following  tables  indicate  the  present  water  supply  position 
in  the  District  and  in  the  various  Parishes  - 
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WATER  SUPPLY  from  MINS 

WATER  SUPPLY  from  WELLS 

Approximate 
number  of  houses 

Estimated 

Population 

Approximate 

Number  of  Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

11  ,4-10 

37,520 

555 

1 

1,900 

I Direct  supply 

1 to  house 

By  Stand- 
pipes 

Direct  supply 
to  house 

By  Stand- 
pipes 

1 

1 

.7 

36,200 

1,320 

1 

1951 


: 

Number  of  I 

Occupied 

Premises 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Houses  on 
Mains 
Supply 

Number  of 

Houses  with 
Y/ater  Direct 
to  house 

Number  of 

Houses 
Served  by 
Standpipes 

Number  of 

Houses  Served 
by  Wells 

xiston 

Flamville 

35 

150 

8 

8 

- 

27 

Blaby 

94-6 

31  27 

929 

879 

50 

18 

Brauns tone 

2817 

7954 

2817 

281 6 

1 

- 

Cosby 

4-64- 

1729 

448 

439 

9 

16 

Count esthorpe 

64J0 

2209 

630 

596 

34 

id 

Croft 

318 

1159 

313 

247  ^ 

66 

5 

Elmesthorpe 

103 

445 

83 

S3 

- 

20 

Enderby 

1093 

3434 

1086 

1034 

52 

7 

Glenfield 

1101 

3209 

1093 

1044 

49 

8 

Glen  Parva 

987 

3094 

983 

983 

- 

4 

Huncote 

1 8l 

654 

161 

145 

16 

22 

Kilby 

85 

262 

- 

- 

- 

85 

Kirby  Muxloe 

876 

2842 

853 

852 

1 

13 

Leicester 
Forest  West 

14- 

58 

2 

2 

- 

12 

Lubbesthorpe 

26 

77 

8 

8 

- 

18 

Narborough 

763 

3891 

748 

746  , 

2 

15 

Potters 

MaJTston 

12 

47 

1 

1 

"" 

11 

Sapcote 

272 

841 

245 

232 

13 

28 

Shamf  ord 

166 

550 

128 

125 

3 ^ 

36 

Stoney 

Stanton 

422 

1437 

404 

323 

81 

1 8 

> Thurlaston 

147 

538 

- 

- 

- 

147“ 

• 7/het  stone 

~4M~ 

rm 

458 

458 

4D 

“20 

■ '.Vigston 
parva 

15 

33 

2 

2 

13 

Total 

11  ,971 

39,420 

11  ,410 

10,993 

417 

555 
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2*  SE7ERAGE  and  DRAIKiiGE 

The  twelve  largest  villages  in  the  District  are  provided  vdth 
adequate  public  sewers,  the  sewage  being  dealt  with  at  nine  sev/age 
disposal  works. 

Blaby  and  IThetstone,  Braunstonq  Cosby  and  Narborough, 

Countesthorpe,  Croft  and  Huncote,  Enderby,  Glenfield, 

Glen  Parva,  Kirby  Muxloe. 

Work  is  now  in  progress  with  the  laying  of  new  sewers  for  Stoney 
Stanton,  Sapcote  and  Shamford,  together  vdth  the  constiruction  of  a 
new  sewage  works. 

Main  drainage  schemes  for  Kilby  and  Thurlaston  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  together  with  schemes  for  irpprovements  and  extensions  to 
the  sewage  works  serving  Blaby  and  Yifhetstone,  Countesthorpe,  Enderby,  and 
Glenfield. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  \7igston  Parva  and  Elmesthorpe  have  been 
deferred  on  account  of  cost* 

Glenfield  - Dominion  Estate 


Foul  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year  in  Sports  Road  and  the  unmade- 
up  part  of  Liberiy  Road,  Glenfield  under  the  private  Street  Works  Act. 
Notices  were  sent  to  the  owners  of  37  dwellings  on  these  roads,  requiring 
them  to  redrain  to  the  new  sewer.  By  the  end  of  the  year  21  dwellings 
had  been  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Due  to  unsatisfactory  drainage  to  inadequate  cesspools  insanitary 
conditions  prevail  at  many  of  the  premises  on  the  remaining  unmade  roads 
on  this  Estate,  Toiimament  Road,  Triumph  Road,  Treaty  Road  and  part  of 
Unity  Road. 

The  Cointy  Council  is  dealing  with  a scheme  for  the  sewering  of 
certain  of  these  roads  under  the  Private  Street  T/orks  Act. 

Cesspools 

Although  14  cesspools  were  abolished  dxrring  the  year,  5 new 
cesspools  were  constructed  to  take  the  drainage  from  nev;  houses  erected 
on  roads  where  no  foul  sewers  were  available. 

In  general,  cesspools  cannot  be  considered  to  be  a satisfactory 
method  of  drainage  disposal,  for  although  the  Council  has  undertaken 
to  empty  cesspools  to  private  dwellings  in  most  parts  of  the  District 
every  three  months,  it  is  found  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  cesspools 
are  of  inadequate  capacity  and  overflow  within  this  period. 

Such  unsatisfactory  conditions  exist  at  groups  of  houses  in  various 
parts  of  the  District,  particularly  where  mains  wa.ter  supply  is  available, 
at  Elmesthorpe;  Aston  Lane,  Aston  Plamville;  Willoughby  Road,  Countesthorpe 
Cambridge  Road,  Cosby;  Thirrlaston  Lane,  Croft;  Cambridge  Road,  i/iHietstone ; 
Warwick  Road,  TThetstone;  and  Hinckley  Road,  Leicester  Forest  East,  Kirby 
Muxloe. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  the  re-drainage  of  groups  of  houses  on  Aston 
Lane,  Aston  Flamville,  and  Willoughby  Road,  Countesthorpe  have  already  been 
prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  submitted  for  approval. 
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Closet  Conversions 


Steady  increase  has  been  maintained  in  the  rate  of  the  conversion 
of  pail  closets  to  water  closets. 

To  encourage  owners  to  make  such  conversions,  the  Council,  under 
the  provisions  of  Sub-Section  4,  Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
upon  application,  allows  a contribution  tov/ards  the  cost  of  half  the 
actual  cost  of  the  work  of  conversion,  but  limiting  the  grant  to  a 
maximum  of  £7/10/-  per  conversion. 


Year 

Number  of  < 

1945 

43 

1946 

88 

1947 

120 

1948 

124 

1949 

140 

1950 

177 

1951 

233 

Applications  received  from  owners  for  grants  to?/ards  the  cost 
of  proposed  conversions  were  200  in  1951 . 

Pail  Closets 

The  approximate  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  various  parishes 
in  the  District  at  the  end  of  1 951 


Aston  Plamville 

16 

Blaby 

46 

Brauns tone 

5 

Cosby 

21 

Countesthorpe 

46 

Croft 

101 

Elmesthorpe 

13 

Enderby 

71 

Glen field 

118 

Glen  Parva 

3 

Hunoote 

27 

Kilby 

70 

Kirby  Muxloe 

12 

Leicester  Forest 

West  2 

Lubbesthorpe 

18 

NarboroiAgh 

22 

Potters  Marston 

6 

Sapcote 

229 

Shamford 

12,0 

Stoney  Stanton 

350 

Thurlaston 

98 

Whetstone 

83 

Wigs ton  Parva 

11 

1,508 

When  the  new  sewerage  scheme  for  Stoney  Stanton,  Sapcote  and  Shamford 
now  in  progress,  is  completed,  several  hundred  pail  closets  will  be  converted 
to  v/ater  closets  with  corresponding  applications  for  conversion  grants. 
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This  will  involve  considerable  demand  on  the  general  rate  fund,  and 
therefore  eveiy  endeavour  is  being  made  to  have  the  remaining  pail  closets 
in  these  parts  of  the  District  already  sewered  converted  to  water  closets  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

The  majority  of  the ' remaining  pail  closets  however  in  the  sewered  parishes 
are  at  the  lower  graded  dwellings  and  difficulty  is  often  experienced  in 
dealing  v;ith  conversions  at  these  type  of  properties. 


Pail  closets  throughout  the  District  are  emptied  weekly  by  direct  labour, 
by  the  Cleansing  Department,  and  the  contents  disposed  of  by  treatment  at  the 
Council's  central  tip,  and  occasionally  on  suitable  agricultural  land  for 
manurial  purposes. 


Sanitary  Accoimnodation  in  Schools 

Pail  closets  at  Hioncote  Junior  School  were  converted  during  the  year  to 
water  closets,  and  a scheme  was  proposed  for  the  future  conversion  of  the  pail 
closets  at  the  Infants  School  at  the  Church  of  England  Schoolroom. 

Additional  and  improved  washing  facilities  were  provided  at  Croft  Jimior 
School,  necessitating  partial  re-drainage  of  the  premises  to  the  sewer. 


3.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 

The  Cleansing  Department  is  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor, 

House  refuse  is  collected  from  all  parishes  in  the  District  weekly  and 
disposed  of  at  one  central  tip  by  controlled  tipping. 

Refuse  Bins 

Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  having  defective  dust-bins  replaced  by 
sound  bins.  In  many  cases  owners  of  tenanted  houses,  with  controlled  rents 
have  been  extremely  reluctant  to  provide  new  dust-bins,  maintaining  that  in  view 
of  the  uneconcanical  rents,  the  tenants  should  provide  the  bins. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council 
may  require  either  the  owner  or  the  occupier  to  provide  a dust-bin.  In 
recent  years  however,  there  have  been  several  successful  appeals  by  owners 
against  notices  served  by  Councils,  and  having  regard  to  the  present  confused 
position,  no  statutory  notices  have  been  served  by  the  Council  in  respect  of 
the  provision  of  dust-bins. 

Upon  a ccxnplaint  being  received,  the  tenant  is  advised  of  the  present 
position,  and  in  many  cases  agreement  is  reached  between  the  landlord  and  tenant, 
and  the  bin  provided. 

A.  SANITARY  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  complaints  recorded  in  the  Register  duidng  the  year  was  3^1 0. 
Defects  or  nuisances  totalling  2f72  were  dealt  with  at  387  premises. 
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Inspections  and  Revisits 


Bakehouses 

12 

Dairies 

35 

Drainage  Work 

2,381 

Dwelling  Houses 

1,385 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

95 

Pood  Premises 

637 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 

322 

Pood  Poisoning  Enquiries 

14 

Keeping  of  Animals 

33 

Piggeries 

62 

Moveable  Dwellings 

135 

Refuse  and  Accumulations 

95. 

Rodent  Infestation 

37 

Schools 

13^ 

Shops 

7 

Slaughterhouses  (meat  inspection) 

162 

Smoke  Nuisances 

26 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises 

16 

Water  supplies 

225 

Water  courses  and  ditches 

42 

Storage  of  Petroleum 

25 

Unclassified 

194 

Total 

5,953 

’excluding  visits  made  by' 
Rodent  Operator 


Rodent  Control  1 ,570 
Grand  Total 

Notices 


Preliminary  or  Informal 


Public  Health 

Housing 

Outstanding  on  1 st  January 

232  1 

53  : 

Issued  during  yeax 

277  i 

109 

Complied  with  during  year 

260  1 

103 

Statutory  action  necessary 

3 

4 

Outstanding  31st  December 

243  i 

59 

i including  informal  notices  to  owners  for  conversion  of  pail  closets  to 
water  closets 

Total  Informal  Notices  issued  386 

Total  Informal  Notices  complied  with  3^3 


Statutory  or  Pormal 


Public  Health 

Housing 

Outstanding  on  1 st  January 

0 

1 

Issued  during  year 

3 

4 

Complied  with  during  year 

2 

3 

Outstanding  31 st  December 

1 

2 
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5. 


The  provisions  of  Section  3^  of  the  Shcps  iict,  1S50  are  enforoea-blc 
by  the  District  Council.  This  section  provides  for  the  health  and  confort 
of  workers  in  shops,  and  relates  pa2;’ticularly  to  the  provision  of  satisfactory 
ventilation,  heating  and  sanitaiy  acconmodation  at  shop  premises. 

Although  there  are  267  shops  in  the  District,  the  great  majority  are 
small  family  businesses, employing  no  shop  assistants,  to  which  the  provisions 
of  this  section  of  the  Act  do  not  apply. 

When  inspections  are  made  at  food  shops,  regard  is  also  given  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Shops  Act;  but  such  inspections  are  not  recorded  as  Shops 
Act  inspections  unless  some  contravention  of  the  Act  is  found. 

During  the  year  7 inspections  were  made  iinder  the  Shops  Act,  but  no 
contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found  to  exist. 

6.  REGULATED  PHSI'IISES 


There  are  no  particular  premises  to  which  special  regulations  apply, 
such  as  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Offensive  Trades,  in  the  District. 

Occasionally  Canal  Boats,  found  moored  alongside  the  M.O.E.  puffer  Depot 
at  Glen  Parva  on  the  Grand  Union  Canal,  are  inspected  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  to  see  that  they  coinply  with  the  Canal  Boats  Regulations;  but  no 
such  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  under  review. 

Details  of  action  with  regard  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  etc.  are  given 
in  the  section  in  this  report  under  .the  heading  Moveable  Dwellings, 

7.  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Only  2 cases  of  infestation  of  dwellings  by  bugs  were  found  and  treated 
during  the  year. 

Disinfestation  of  5 flea  infested  premises  was  also  carried  out, 

8.  . aiOKE  ABATEMENT 

No  nuisance  was  observed  from  the  emission  of  smoke  from  any  chimney  stack 
during  the  year. 

Several  ooniplaints  were  received  in  connection  with  the  burning  of  leather 
scrap,  and  action  was  taken  for  the  discontinuance  of  such  practice. 

Complaints  were  also  made  in  respect  of  offensive  odours  arising  from  the 
cooking  of  pig  food  at  piggeries  in  certain  parts  of  the  District,  Advice 
was  given  in  each  case,  and  the  owners  of  the  respective  piggeries  warned  that 
statutory  action  would  be  taken  if  they  failed  to  take  all  practicable 
measures  to  abate  any  nviisance  caused  by  such  cooking, 

9.  RODENT  CONTROL 

For  the  administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  pests  Act,  1949, 
the  Council  maintains  a Rodent  Destruction  Service,  employing  a Rodent  Operator, 
provided  with  a light  van. 

Treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats  at  private  dwellings  is  carried  out 
free  of  charge  as  a public  service,  but  full  charges  are  made  for  work  on  any 
business  premises  or  agricultural  land. 
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premises  and  properties  ovmed  by  the  Council  are  regularly  surveyed 
and  treated  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  when  found  necessary. 

Surface  Treatments 


Premises 

Inspections 

Treated 

Bodies 

Pouind 

Estimated 

Kill 

Total 

Visits 

private  Dwellings 

707 

156 

105 

525 

1264 

Business  & Agricultural 
Premises 

77 

19 

2kk 

1 220 

210 

Council  Premises 

Sewage  Works  & Refuse  I 

AO 

'ip 

16 

116 

‘ 580 

96 

Total 

824 

191 

465 

2325 

1570 

In  most  cases  of  rat  infestation  at  private  dwellings,  the  sources  of  the 
infestations  were  found  to  be  in  the  gardens,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of 
fowl  rjns. 

The  shops  and  factories  in  the  District  appear  to  be  comparatively  free 
from  rat  infestation,  but  fairly  heavy  infestations  were  found  on  piggeries, 
small  holdings  and  farm  premises. 

Regular  treatments  are  necessaiy  at  the  ten  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  the 
District,  which  tend  to  become  infested  at  certain  periods,  particularly  in 
late  Autumn  and  early  Spring. 

The  Council's  Refuse  Tip  at  En derby  is  maintained  remarkably  fr*ee  from 
infestation  due  to  the  efficient  method  of  controlled  tipping,  and  constant 
attention. 

Sewer  Treatments 

The  sewers  in  foxirteen  parishes  in  the  District  are  regularly  treated 
at  six-monthly  intervals  for  rodent  destruction  by  baiting  in  the  manholes. 

Test  beating  of  the  sewers  in  Braunstone,  Cosby,  Glenfield  and  Glen  Parva 
over  several  years  has  shown  them  to  be  con^letely  free  from  infestation. 

In  the  other  parishes  only  certain  sections  are  found  to  be  infested,  and 
the  degree  of  infestation  varies,  being  generally  heavier  during  the  winter 
months. 

The  treatment  carried  out  during  June/July  1951  showed  the  sewers  in 
Blaby,  Croft,  Huncote  and  Kirby  Muxloe  to  be  free  from  infestation  on  this 
particular  occasion. 

Sewer  Treatment  M1/51  (June/july  1951 ) 

Total  number  of  manholes  on  sewerage  systems  in  the  District 

Number  of  manholes  baited 

Number  of  manholes  where  bait  taken 

Number  of  manholes  -test-baited  (no  take) 

V/here  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  infestation  in  sections  of  sewers  •' 
on  previous  treatments,  test-baiting  is  carried  out  yearly  in  approximately 
one  tenth  of  the  manholes  in  the  area. 


1021 

120 

20 

3k 
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FOOD  IInTSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION 


1 0.  MILK  SUPPLY 
Dairies 

There  are  11  registered  Dairies  in  the  District,  to  which  35  visits  were 
made  during  the  year.  Structural  improvements  were  necessaiy  to  remedy  4 
contraventions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

Two  new  dsdiles,  containing  pasteurising  plants  came  into  operation  in 
the  District  during  the  yeaLT. 

1 . Enderby  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Dairy  - King  Street,  Enderby. 

This  new  modem  dairy  is  provided  with  an  H.  T.S.T*  pasteurising  plant 

capable  of  treating  300  gallons  of  milk  per  hour. 

Milk  from  11  local  fairos  is  treated  at  this  daiiy. 

2.  R.  J.  Lever 

Dairy  - Huncote  Road,  Stoney  Stanton. 

At  this  nev/  dairy,  milk  from  two  local  farms  is  pasteurised  by  holder 

type  process 

Two  dairies  were  improved  and  brought  up  to  proper  standard. 

Milk  Distribution 


The  mimber  of  Distributors  of  milk  on  the  Register  in  the  District  at  the 
end  of  1 951  was 

Producer-Retailers  1 6 

(milk  produced  in  District) 

Distributors  ' 12 

(from  premises  in  District) 

Distributors  13 

(from  premises  outside  District)  

Total  41 


Milk  Licences 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1949  the  Council  issued 


the  following  licences 
Dealers  Licences 


Tuberculin  Tested  - 3 

Pasteurised  - 7 

Sterilised  - 2 

also 

T.  T.Pasteirrised  - 1 


(Raw  Milk)  Regulations) 

^(pasteurised  & Sterllsed  Milk)  Regulations 
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Supplementary  Licences 


to  Distributors  retailing  milk  in  the  Blaby  Rural  District  from  premises 
outside  the  District 

4 ^Raw  Milk)  Regulations) 

^ >Pasteurised  & Steralased  Milk)  Regulations) 

6 

Milk  Samples 

Samples  of  milk  are  regularly  taken  fran  milk  supplies  in  the  District  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk  Samples  1951 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

also 

T. T.  Pasteurised 


Class  of  Lfilk 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Not' Satisfactory 

^Tuberculin  Tested 

13 

11 

2 

Designatedf  Accredited 

4 

4 

- 

(Pasteurised 

25 

23 

2 

Ordinary 

40 

35 

5 

Totals 

82 

73  (8^) 

9 (l1fo) 

Biological  Examination  of  Milk  Samples 

All  supplies  of  raw  milk  retailed  in  the  District  are  sampled  twice  yearly 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  biological  examination  to 
determine  if  any  supply  is  infected  vdth  M*  Tuberculosis  or  Brucella  Abortus,  the 
latter  being  the  causal  organism  of  TJndulent  Fever  in  man. 

ViThere  evidence  of  living  Tubercle  Bacilli  is  found  in  a sample,  notification 
is  immediately  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  Veterinary  Inspector 
then  investigates,  by  examining  the  imilch  herd  fran  which  supply  the  original 
sample  was  obtained,  and  if  necessary  takes  further  samples  to  determine  the 
offencdng  cow.  Any  cow  found  to  be  infected  is  removed  eind  slaughtered  mder 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938* 

49  - samples  were  taken  during  the  year 
45  - samples  gave  satisfactory  negative  results 
2 - samples  revealed  evidence  of  M.  Tuberculosis 
2 - samples  - tests  void 

In  each  of  the  two  cases,  where  evidence  of  M.  Tuberculosis  was  found  in 
the  supply,  clinical  examination  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  revealed  a cov/  v/ith 
a tubercular  udder  in  each  of  the  respective  milch  herds.  Upon  these  cows  being 
removed  ocnd  slaughtered,  subsequent  biological  examination  of  milk  samples  token, 
showed  no  evidence  of  further  infection. 

11 . ICS CREAM 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14,  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  193^ 
in  respect  of  icecream  - 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Icecream 
Manufacture  only 
Retail  Sale 
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9 

0 

44 


Samples  of  icecream  are  taken  v/hen  available  throughout  the  year,  but 
principally  during  the  Summer  months  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteidological  examination, 

. At  the  Laboratory  the  samples  are  prepared  and  subjected  to  the  Methylene 
Blue  Reaction  Test,  and  graded  into  provisional  grades  varying  from  1 to  4, 

Samples  in  provisional  grades  1 and  2 may  be  considered  to  be  satisfactoiy. 


Samples  Taken  | 

Satisfactory 
'CradS  T R 

Uns'ati  sf  ac  tory 

G^raoe  J 

Grade  Tf 

145 

! 

13 

I ^ 

! 130  (89.1%) 

15  (10.^) 

The  percentage  of  satisfactory  results  (89,7^)  of  samples  taken  in  1951,  "w^as 
lower  than  that  in  1950  (93.^).  This  was  due  to  a number  of  samples  taken  at 

one  period  in  1951 , being  reported  to  be  in  provisional  grades  3 and  4. 

Careful  investigations  were  made,  and  it  was  found  that  some  delay  was  taking 
place  between  the  time  the  samples  Y;ere  delivered  to  the  Laboratoiy  and  the  time 
of  testing.  This  may  have  affected  the  results,  for  upon  removing  this  time  lag 
there  was  a noticeable  improvement  in  the  results. 

1 2.  MEAT  INSEECTION 

There  is  no  Regional  Abattoir  in  the  District,  but  there  are  18  private 
slaughterhouses,  wherein,  during  the  ?/inter  months  'cottagers'  pigs  for  private 
consimaption  are  slaughtered  under  licence. 

The  majority  of  these  pigs  axe  slaughtered  over  the  week-ends,  and  great 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  arranging  for  inspection. 

479  such  pigs  were  slaughtered,  223  of  which  were  inspected  necessitating 
1 62  visits  to  the  various  slaughterhouses, 

A suspected  outbreak  of  swine  fever  at  a large  piggery  in  the  District 
necessitated  emergency  slaughter  of  123  pigs,  which  were  inspected  on  the  premises. 


Number  of  Pigs  Killed 

Number  inspected 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcasds  condemned 

3 Oedema 

1 Septicaemia 

1 Decomposition 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 

Disease  other  than  tuberculosis 

602 

346 

5 

7 

3.47fa 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

12 

percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

1 

with  tuberculosis 

! 1>.1%  1 

43  visits  were  made  to  Butchers  Shops  and  meat  preparing  premises. 


Improvements  were  carried  out  to  3 meat  preparing  rooms,  and  4 butchers 
shops  bringing  them  up  to  standard. 
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13.  FOODS  ii^sh:ction 


423  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food,  other  than  meat,  is  kept  or 
prepared  for  sale,  the  majority  being  retail  foodshops. 

In  general  whilst  the  majority  of  the  food  shops  and  registered  food 
preparing  premises  in  the  District  are  up  to  a standard  complying  with  the 
requirements  of  Section  13  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938»  nevertheless  many  of  the 
food  prepaxing  premises  require  to  be  improved  to  bring  them  up  to  a more 
higher  standard.  Letters  have  already  been  sent  to  the  occupiers  in  this 
connection,  and  an  endeavour  is  being  mado  to  have  the  desirable  improvements 
brought  about. 

Improvements  and  extensions  were  made  to  1 bakehouse;  2 fish  f lying 
premises,  1 restaurant  kitchen,  1 potato-crisp  manufacturing  premises,  1 
confectioners  premises,  and  a retail  provision  shop  v/ere  improved  during  the 
year. 

Situated  in  the  District  is  a large  food  store,  the  main  distribution 


depot  of  a lar 

ge  combine  of  wholesale  provision  merchants. 

The  opinion  of 

your  Sanitary 
in  this  depot. 

Inspectors  is  often  sought  concerning 

the  condition  of  foodstuffs 

Foods  surrende 

red  and  condemned 

Weight  (approx. ) 

109  tins  Canned  Meat 

786 

lbs. 

146  ” 

*'  Vegetables 

247 

!l 

33  '• 

” Fish 

12 

11 

67  " 

" Miilk 

71 

It 

8 '» 

••  Soup 

7 

II 

74  ” 

•'  Fruit 

112 

II 

2 ” 

'•  Jam 

2 

It 

88  Packets 

Cheese 

32 

II 

18  " 

Stuffing 

6 

II 

Dates 

30 

♦1 

Prunes 

26 

II 

Sultanas 

29 

If 

Flour 

6 

II 

Cheese 

16 

II 

Sausage 

29 

II 

Total  weight 

1,411 

lbs. 

Food  Hygiene  - Byelaws 

The  Council  has  adopted  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  for  securing  hygienic  conditions  in  the  handling  of  food,  which  came  into 
operation  on  29th  January  1951 . 

Reasonable  publicity  has  been  given  and  copies  have  been  made  available. 

Ho  case  has  yet  arisen  requiring  the  enforcement  of  the  byelaws. 

1 4.  HOTJSIITG 
(a)  New  Houses 

The  follcTwing  information  relating  to  ne\J  houses  and  Council  houses  has 
been  obtained  from  other  Departments  - 
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Houses  completed 

during  year 

Type 

Ayer&ge  Cost 
per  house 

Average  rent 
(Exclusive  of  rates) 

Prefabricated 

Permanent 

Penrianent 

Council 

Private  Enterprise 

100 

50 

£1,457 

£1,575 

15/8d  per  week 
(£94.1  Os.  Od  per  annum 

(W  

Houses  in  course  y- 

r 

erection  at  31*1  > • 

l 

Council 

i 

195 

_ 

_ 

Private  Enterprise 

10 

- 

- 

Total  Number  of  Post 

-War  Houses  Ccmpleted 

Coimcil  - 644 

Private  ^^.cprise  492 

Total  Number  of  Applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  end  of  year  732 

Number  of  new  applications  received  during  year  50 


(B)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  Year 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  411 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

Hoiising  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  & 1932  0 i 

(i  All  dwellings  in  District  with  R.V.  £16  and  imder  have 

already  been  recorded  under  Housing  Survey) 


(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injiurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  himaan  habitation 
(+  These  have  already  been  recorded  and  scheduled  for  action 
when  circiimstances  permit) 

21  4 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation 

109 

(c) 

Remedv  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

(1) 

Number  of  defective  divelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action 

16 

(2) 

Number  of  dwellings  in  which  housing  repairs  were  carried 
out  to  abate  nuisances 

87 

(D) 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  Year 

(a) 

proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  snd  I6  Housing  Act,  1936 
(1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs 

Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  fozmal  notices 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  By  Council  in  default  of  owners 

None 

None 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 


(1 ) Number  oi'  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  ware 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

Csi)  by  O^vners  3 

(b)  by  Council  in  default  of  owners  None 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  Nil  + 

(+  Informal  Undertakings  not  to  re-let  or  use  for  habitation 
given  by  ovoiers  - 2) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  None  1 

(1  Dwellings  demolished  by  Owners  by  informal  action  - 2) 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(E)  Housing  Act,  1936,  Pari;  Iv  Overcrowding 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  11 

(2^  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  14 

(3)  Nvtmber  of  persons  dwelling  therein  88 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrov/ding  reported  during  year  1 

(c)  (1^  Number  of  cases  of  overcro'wding  relieved  during  year  4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  25 

In  addition  11  cases  of  overcrowding,  due  to  insufficient  bedrocra 
accommodation,  involving  59  persons,  v/ere  relieved, 

(^)  Housing  Surmnary 

Total  number  of  occupied  houses  in  District  11,971 

(b)  Total  number  of  Council  houses  in  District  1,094 

(G)  Housing  Act,  1949 

Number  of  applications  for  reconditioning  grants  - 3 

None  v/ero  granted. 

(H)  General  Remarks  on  Housing 

The  Housing  returns  given  above,  provide  some  indication  of  housing  progress 
in  the  District,  but  they  are  Insufficient  to  give  a true  picture  of  the  present 
housing  position. 

At  the  present  time  there  arc  still  over  400  dwellings  in  the  District, 
which  by  situation,  arrangement,  sanitary  defects  and  disrepair,  are  so  unfit 
for  hjtnan  habitation  that  they  have  boon  graded  for  demolition. 

Up  to  too  present  it  has  not  been  practicable  to  re-house  the  occupants  and 
proceed  for  the  demolition  of  those  dwellings,  but  the  time  must  surely  bo  near 
wh»n  it  ohould  bo  possible  to  make  a start  in  this  direction,  dealing  with  some 
of  the  f/orst  houses  first,  and  allocating  a proportion  of  now  Council  houses  for 
the  necessary  rohouaing. 
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Over  1^000  houses,  by  reason  of  disrepair,  but  principally  due  to  sanitary 
defects,  may  also  be  classed  as  being  unfit,  but  could  by  reconditioning  be  made 
quite  fit. 

Normally  these  houses  could  be  reconditioned  by  action  under  Section  9, 

Housing  Act,  1936,  but  with  the  present  lov/  controlled  rents,  it  is  economically 
impracticable  for  any  owner  to  carry  out  all  the  necessary  worl©  to  bring  any  such 
house  up.  to  a standard  fit  in  every  respect  for  habitation  as  required  by  action 
under  Section  9. 

Equally  so,  it  would  be  uneconomical  for  the  Council  to  carry  out  such 
specified  works  in  default  of  the  ovmer. 

It  is  obvious  that  some  amendment  to  the  lent  and  Mortgage  (interest  Restrictions) 
Acts,  is  long  overdue,  to  allow  rents  to  be  increased  to  enable  owners  to  recondition 
such  dwellings  and  maintain  than  in  good  repair. 

In  the  present  circumstances,  no  statutory  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936,  for  the  reconditioning  of 
dwellings;  and  xmder  the  Public  Health  Act,  notices  have  been  confined  to  work  of 
repair  for  the  abatement  of  nirlsances,  with  the  result  that  very  few  houses  are 
being  rendered  fit  in  all  respects  either  by  informal  or  formal  action. 

The  conditions  laid  down  in  connection  with  the  making  of  improvement  grants 
under  Section  20,  Housing  Act,  1949,  for  the  reconditioning  of  houses  have  created 
difficulties,  and  as  yet  no  owner  of  a tenanted  dwelling  has  made  any  application 
for  a grant  for  the  reconditioning  of  a sub-standard  dwelling. 

Although  many  complaints  are  received  of  alleged  overcrowding,  principally  from 
applicants  for  Council  houses,  upon  investigation  it  is  found  that  in  most  cases  no 
overcrowding,  as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  exists. 

Very  often  however,  there  is  extreme  overcrowding  of  bedroom  accommodation,  and 
most  \msatisfactory  and  undesirable  conditions  prevail. 


1 5 . MOVEABLE  DRELLH'^GS 


The  restrictions  on  private  building,  the  high  cost  of  houses,  and  the  difficulty 
of  newly  married  and  childless  couples  in  obtaining  a Council  house,  has  no  doubt 
influenced  many  such  families  to  purchase  caravans  for  use  as  dwellings. 

For  such  small  families  the  modem  caravan  provides  a very  satisfactozy  home, 
but  the  siting  of  a number  of  such  caravans  in  a District  can  give  rise  to  many 
problems. 

Very  often  the  would-be  caravan  dweller  is  completely  unaware  of  the  law 
relating  to  moveable  dwellings,  and  often  experiences  considerable  trouble  in  finding 
a site  on  which  to  stay,  which  in  every  way  meets  v/ith  approval. 

Moveable  dwellings  are  controlled  by  licencing  by  the  Council  under  Section  269, 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  regards  sanitary  conditions,  and  by  the  Planning  Authority 
under  the  Town  and  Coimtiy  Planning  Act,  1947  - (Town  and  County  Planning  (General^ 
Development)  Order  1948)  in  connection  'with  suitability  of  site  and  preservation  of 
the  amenities  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

In  1950,  temporary  approval  under  Planning  was  given  to  a camping  site  for 
caravans  in  Shamford,  subject  to  the  sanitaay  conditions  being  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Council,  These  conditions  hov/ever,  were  not  complied  with,  and  no  licence 
was  issued  by  the  Council  uinder  the  Public  Health  Act,  with  the  result  that  in  1951 
the  use  of  this  site  for  caravans  was  discontinued. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  need  for  provision  of  adequate  sanitary  arrangements,  and 
careful  control  and  supervision  of  caravan  sites,  it  has  been  policy  to  discourage 
the  setting  up  of  caravan  sites,  and  accordingly  no  licences  have  been  issued  by 
the  Council  for  the  use  of  land  for  camping  purposes. 
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The  issue  of  licences  under  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  has  been 
confined  to  annual  licences  expiring  on  the  30th  June  in  each  year,  to  occupiers 
of  single  caravans  to  station  their  caravans  on  land  within  the  District, 

In  each  case  adequate  provision  as  regards  water  supply,  sanitary  accoiMiodation 
and  means  of  disposal  of  v^raste  matter  is  required,  and  accordingly  v»’ith  single 
caravans  suitably  dispersed  in  suitable  areas  over  the  District,  the  problem  of 
moveable  d-vellings  in  the  Distract  has  so  far  been  met  with  satisfactorily. 

At  the  end  of  1951  there  were  17  licenced  moveable  dwellings  stationed  in  the 
District. 


16.  FAc?roRrss 


In  addition  to  Agriculture,  the  District  has  a considerable  number  of  industries, 
there  being  147  Factories  entered  on  the  Register. 


The  principal  industries  and  manufactures  in  the  District  are  - 


Boots  and  Shoes 
Leather  Dressing 
Leather  Washers 
Toe  Puffs 

Electrical  Components 
Photographic  Equipment 
Light  Engineering 
Motor  Vehicles  Repair 
Oilskin  Dressing 
Bricks  and  Tiles 
Stone  Quarrying 


Hosiery 

Knitwear 

Dyeing 

Cardboard  Boxes 

Printing 

Pyrotechnics 

Pood  preparation 

Joinery  and  Sawmilling 

Artificial  Stone,  Concrete  Products 

Concrete  Pipes 

Sand  Quarvrying 


Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948 


Premises 

I'limiber  on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices^ 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  without 
Mechanical  Power 

9 

9 

Factories  vlth 
Mechanical  Pov;er 

CO 

86 

5 

- 

Other  premises 
included  under  Act 

7 

- 

- 

In  general  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  factories  in  the  District  are  good, 
particulars  of  defects  found  are  set  out  below  - 

Cases  in  which  defects  v/ere  found 


' ' " ' ' ' ' 

Pound 

Remedied 

Referred 

Number  of  cases  in 

Particulars  of  Defects 

To  H.M. 

•Prom  H.M, 

v/hich  prosecutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Vi/erc  instituted. 

‘.I'ant  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Cr/ercrov/ding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

[ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inr 

effective  drainage  of  floors  _ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  ; 

1 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

) Insufficient  ^ 

! 

- 

- 

- 

■■ 

) Unsuitable  or  defective  3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

(c 

) Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 

2 

2 

- 



j Total 

10 

10 

i . 

- 

i 
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As  a result  of  inforroal  action  - 1+  pail  closets  vi/ere  replaced  by  water  closets 
in  one  Factory. 

Fire  Escape  Certif i cates 


Certificates  under  Section  34,  Factories  Act,  1937,  were  issued  by  the  Council 
in  respect  of  two  Factories  certifying  the  provision  of  Adequate  Means  of  Escape  in 
Case  of  Fire. 

Informal  action  commenced  in  1950  in  respect  of  one  of  these  factories, 
necessitated  considerable  reconstruction  and  extension  to  provide  the  necessary- 
additional  means  of  escape  reqxiirecl. 

Outworkers 

Section  110  Factories  Act,  1937,  requires  the  occupier  of  every  factory  to  send 
to  the  District  Council  during  the  months  of  February  and  August  each  year,  copies 
of  a list  showing  all  outv/orkers  so  employed  by  him  during  the  preceding  six  months. 

The  lists  received  show  that  various  firms  in  the  District  as  T/ell  as  the  City 
of  Leicester  and  Urban  Districts  of  Hinckley  and  Wigston,  mostly  engaged  in  the 
making  of  wearing  apparel  employ  outworkers  residing  in  the  Blaby  Rural  District. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  noted  at  any  of  the  addresses  of  these  out- 
workers, and  no  case  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  was  noted. 


Outworkers  - August  Return  1931 


Nature  of  Yfork 

Outworkers  employed 

Outworkers  employed  by 

by  firms  in  District 

firms  outside  District 

Wearing  Apparel 

Hosieiy 

8 

130 

Boots  and  Shoes 

3 

25 

Knitwear 

- 

8 

Gloves 

- 

2 

Corsets 

” 

9 

11 

174 

Umbrellas 

- 2 ; 

Paper  Receptacles 

14 

1^4  i 

Total 

1 25 

! I 

Total 

255  I 

There  were  no  cases  of  fiiros  in  the  District  defaulting  in  sending  lists  of 
outworkers  to  the  Council. 


17.  ETROLEUM. 

The  Council  is  the  authority  for  the  licencing  and  control  of  Petroleum  Stores 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  (Consolidatio'n)  Act,  1928. 

Petrole-um  Spirit  is  stored  principally  in  the  District  in  underground  tanks, 
generally  at  garages  and  petrol  filling  stations,  but  Petroleum  Mixtures,  which 
are  commonly  used  in  connection  with  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacture,  and  at  Spray- 
painting Plants  are  stored  at  various  premises  in  the  District  in  compar'tments  above 
ground. 

In  the  interests  of  public  safety  it  is  essential  that  such  storage  places 
be  of  approved  construction  to  minimise  the  risk  of  fire  or  explosion,  and  in 
this  direction  much  work  has  been  done  during  the  year  in  having  present  storage 
arrangements  improved. 
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Before  any  licence  is  issued  by  the  Council  in  resoect  of  any  new  petroleum 
store  or  underground  tank,  the  installation  has  to  comply  in  every  respect  with 
the  proper  specifications  as  required  by  the  Act;  all  underground  tanks  being 
surrounded  by  sand,  contained  in  a properly  lined  pit,  and  the  installation  tested 
under  pressure. 

Number  of  Petroleum  Licences  issued  1951  61 

Total  fees  collected  in  respect  of  same  £45.  10s.  Od, 
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